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BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘Bharat Shramajivi’’ ... 
‘“ Gramvarta Prakashika”’ 


Fortnightly. 


‘ Sansodhini ” : 
‘¢Purva Pratidhwani’’ 


Weekly. 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika . 

“ Arya Darpan” 

“ Bharat Bandhu ” 

‘¢ Bharat Mihir” 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser”’ 

‘ Bardwaén Sanjivani”’ 

‘ Charuvarta” 

‘‘ Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘¢ Kducation Gazette”... 

“ Hélisahar Prakéshiké” ... 

“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

‘¢ Medini”’ oe 

‘ Murshidabad Patriké”’ .. 

‘¢ Murshidabad Pratinidhi " 

‘ Navavibhakar”’ me 

‘¢ Paridarshak ”’ 

‘ Pratikér”’ 

‘Rungpore Dik Prakash - 

‘¢‘ Sadharani”’ roe 

‘¢ Sahachar’”’ 

‘“ Som Prakash ”’ 

‘‘ Sudhakar” 

‘¢ Sulabha Samachar”’ 

‘¢ Srihatta Prakash ” 

“ Tripurd Vartavaha ” 
Daily. 

“ Samvad Prabhakar” 

‘‘Samvad Puirnachandrodaya”’ 

‘‘ Samachar Chandrika’”’ 

‘Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ 

* Prabhati”’ 

‘Samachar Sudhébarsan” 


ENGLISH aND Urpv. 


Weekly. 
‘Urdu Guide” a 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 

‘* Behar Bandhu” 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ 
‘Sar Sudhanidhi”’ 
‘“‘Uchit Bakta” 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
‘* Jam-Jahan-numéa ” 
Urvv. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly. 
‘Assam Vildsini” bee 
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"’ | Berhampore 


Calcutta 
Comercolly 


Chittagong 
Ditto 


Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Burdwan 
Sherepore, Mymensing 
saan 

oognhly 
Calcutta 
Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 
Midnapore as 
Berhampore 

Ditto 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 


Kakinia, Rungpore 
Chinsurah 

Calcutta 
Changripotta,24- Perghs 
Mymensing 

Calcutta 

Sylhet 

Commillah 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 
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17th 
7th 


10th 
lith 
15th 
11th 
10th 


6th 
5th 


9th 
12th 
15th 
13th 
llth 
llth 

6th 


4th & llth June 1881. 
10th to 16th June 1881. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


7th & 14th June 1881. 
An June 1881. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


13th to 18th ditto. 
9th to 18th ditto. 


llth June 1881. 


9th 
9th 
13th 
11th 


10th 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


Awampa Basar 
PaTeixa, 


Jane 6th, 1881. 


Asanvda Bastar 
PaTRmika. 


Tripcora VaBTaVana, 
June 4th, 1881. 


ParipaBeHak, 
June 5th, 1881. 


NavVAVIBHAKAR, 
June 6th, 1881. 
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PoLiIricaL. 


Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th June, is exceedingly pratif 
chm to find that both the Hindus and Xf Mahon. 


dans of the Punjab have at length perceived the 
folly of quarrelling with each other, and are now making great efforts to 
settle their differences. The Editor exhorts them to maintain toward, 
each other a friendly bearing. Both now live under the same foreign 
Government and have their joys and griefs in common. They should 
remember that union is strength, and that the policy of the British 
Government is contained in the memorable words of Napolean: “ Divide 
and conquer.” 


Hindus and Mahomedans. 


2. The same paper dwells in a long article on the necessity that has 
arisen of encouraging emigration from India, 


‘Emigration. The country has now more people than it can 


support. Advantages of emigration, as illustrated in the case of Ireland 
and China, are set forth at length. 


Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. The Zripurd Vartdvaha, of the 4th June, asks Government to 
establish agricultural banks in this country, 
where the peasantry might obtain loans at low 
rates of interest. The suggestion, if adopted, will prove exceedingly bene- 
ficial, inasmuch as it will deliver the cultivator from the hands of the 
rapacious money-lender. The writer would further ask the authorities to 
mitigate the pressure of taxation on the agricultural classes. 

4. Referring to the observations made by the present Chief Con- 
missioner of Assam on the administration of 
the Naga Hills, the Puridarshak of the 5th 
June, fully approves of the proposal to collect the taxes through the 
mundles, or the headmen among the Nagas. The selections should be made 
with care, and the mundles should be given the power of assessing the 
taxes according to the means of the assessees, and even of exempting the 
poorest from taxation. The Nagas, however, are not likely to submit to 
disarmament or the destruction of the present defensive works around 
their villages. They will look upon it as an interference with their inde- 
pendence, which they value even more than their lives. This idea should 
therefore be given up. 

5. We extract the following observations from an article in the 

Government Resolution on the laste <Vavavtbhdkar, of the 6th June, on the Govern- 
Administration Report of the Caleutta ment Resolution on the Administration of the 
and Suburban Police. : ‘ea ica a 

Calcutta police :—It is indeed gratifying to 
find that the number of crimes decreased last year, but the feeling of grati- 
fication is soon followed by regret at the thought that this decrease is not 
steady. Reports for previous years have shewn that there was similarly 
decrease in some years and increase in others. It is not therefore reas0l- 
able to infer from this that last year the police shewed greater activity, of 
that there was an improvement in the morals of the people. The commends: 
tions bestowed on the police by Government have therefore caused nota 
hittle amusement. Then there is the increase in the number of acquittal. 
In this matter also, one does not know whether to give the Magistrates 
credit for increased ability or the police for increased conscientiousnes 
The decrease in the number of convictions, as far as European a 
Eurasian offenders were concerned, is a gratifying feature, and will make 

Sir Ashley Eden’s administration long remembered by the people of 
this country. It is to be hoped that the energy of the police, the 
reputation of the Magistrates, and the good-luck of the accused 


Agricultural banks. 


Administration of the Naga Hills. 


cy 


combine to gradually reduce the number of such crimes to zero. The 
large number of cases of theft by house-breaking last year affords a favour- 
able (?) comment on the efficiency of the Calcutta Police, as the number 
of arrests of suspicious characters compared to that of acquittals is a proof 
of their skill and discretion. ‘The statistics given in the resolution regard- 
ing the import of arms and ammunition and the conclusion which Govern- 
ment has drawn therefrom lose much of their force when it is considered 
that the figures relating to the import of swords and spears have not been 
published. The fact is, since the year 1878, when the Indian Arms Act 
was passed, the sale of arms and ammunition has been considerably re- 
stricted, as is Clearly seen from the fact that in 1879 only 23 rifles and 69 
guns were imported into Calcutta. ‘The increase in the figures of last year 
is accounted for by Sir Ashley Eden by the fact that licenses to use arms were 
granted to many persons. Now the provisions of the law might have been 
somewhat relaxed in the case of particular individuals and sections of the 
people, but not on behalf of those who, for self-defence or for the protection 
of their property, always feel the necessity of keeping arms in their posses- 
sion. As far as Bengalis are concerned, whether the rigor of the Arms 
Act was mitigated or not in their case will not appear until the public are 
in possession of statistics relating to licenses for the use of swords and 
spears. ‘The fact is, the Arms’ Act remains in the mofussil as stringent as 
ever. The increase or decrease in the import of firearms and ammunition in 
Calcutta has no particular connection with the general question of the leniency 
orrigor of the Arms Act. The few zemindars and talookdars who were granted 
licenses under the Act do not much care whether a particular law is stringent 
or otherwise. It is the weak and helpless who always suffer. Itisa fact that 
no Bengali ever assists the Nagas and other savage frontier tribes with guns 
r ammunition, and however much Government may argue to the contrary, 
no one will attach the least importance to its statements. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is disappointed to find that Bengalis are not anxious to enlist 
themselves as members of the Calcutta or the Suburban Police force. The 
reason is that, with the exception of the Mahomedans of Furreedpore who, 
it would seem, are in some respects fit for the police service, the average 
Bengali does not display the qualities which are possessed, by the Hindus- 
tani constables. The former lack the physique, the showiness, the rude 
manners and the utter inefficiency in detecting criminals | which 
characterize the Tlindustani constable, and hence it is that Bengalis are 
not received with favour in the police service. 
6. The same paper observes in the course of another article that the 
Pessshing in the squares of Caleutta, prohibition of preaching in the public Squares 
ot oat aneenment seal dasiogs of Calcutta is an event which is fraught with 
— more political meaning than may at once be 
supposed. What is really aimed at is the prohibition of holding of public 
meetings and the delivery of public addresses on political subjects at such 
places by Hindus and Mahomedans. Government, it seems, has not much 
objection to meetings held in private houses, which are attended at best by 
the Jatindras, the Narendras, the Abdul Luteefs and other leading men, but 
open air narangues, which are listened to by the illiterate and easily excitable 
Masses are not viewed with favour. It was but the other day that a meeting 
of the ryots was held at the Wellington Square ; and who knows that similar 
meetings to consider political questions may not be held in future? Govern- 
ment has therefore issued the order prohibiting all meetings and preaching 
In the Squares, and to keep up an appearance of impartiality has made it 
applicable to Christians, Hindus and Mahomedans alike. The proposal 
Tevarding the granting of licenses by the Commissioner of Police, if adopted, 
‘Wil prove an encroachment upon the liberty of the citizens. That the view 
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taken of this question and expressed in the present article is Correct 
appears clearly from a recent editorial in the Hnolishman newspaper, jy 
which the writer dwells on the necessity of curtailing the right of open-air 
preaching. : | 

7. The same paper directs the attention of Government to the oppres. 
sion committed by the Managers of Wats, 
and Company on the ryots of Bagri pergunna) 
and Bahadurpore in the Midnapore district. The details are extracted from 
the Medini newspaper. The conduct of Mr. Price, the Collector, is animad. 
verted upon, and grave doubts are expressed as to whether the reconciliation 
which M, Beames effected between the parties will be of a lasting characte. 


8. The Charu Vartd, of the 6th June, dwells in a long article on the 
injustice that has been done to Baboo Satyen- 
dra Nath Tagore, c.s., by the Government of 
Bombay. The observations made are similar to those already noticed. 


9. A correspondent of the Srihatia Prakash, of the 6th June, advo. 
cates the continuance of the practice of flog. 
ging certain classes of criminals. As compared 
with imprisonment, flogging has many advantages. It deters from crime 
many for whom confinement in a jail bas no terrors. 


10. Adverting to the usefulness of the Charitable Dispensary at Burd. 
wan, the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 7th June, 
asks Government not to impair its efficiency 
by vesting it in the local municipality. The Municipal Fund has alread 
so many heavy and often inequitable charges to meet that any addi- 
tional charges should not be thrown upon it. It is strange that Goven- 
ment, while it rigorously collects its revenues from the people, regards any 
outlay incurred for their benefit as waste of public money, and is anxious to 
saddle them with the cost of maintaining hospitals. Even if it were 
admitted tnat Government is under the necessity of reducing medical 
expenditure, it would still be difficult to account for its action in maintaining 
a Civil Surgeon at the district head-quarters solely for the benefit of a few 
Kuropean officers. 


ll. The /harat Mihir, of the 7th June, observes that the decision of 
Sir Ashley 
Wards’ Institution is one which is worthy of 
all approbation. Beyond the circumstance that the institution was of long 


standing, there was not a single other consideration which could justify its 
continuance. 


12. ‘The same paper urges on Government the necessity of establish- 
ing a reformatory school in every district 


in Bengal. The object of punishment } 
the reform of the criminals, and this should be steadily kept in view by the 


Indigo oppressions in Midnapore. 


Satyendra Nath Togore, c.s. 


The practice of flogging criminals. 


The Burdwan Charitable Dispensary. 


The Calcutta Wards’ Institution. 


Reformatory schools. 


— jail authorities. 


SULABHA SAMACHAR, 


13. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 11th June, refers to the difficulty 
of getting the currency notes of one presidency 
7 cashed in another. Notes of the Bombay and 
Madras circles thus occasion great inconvenience. Even the Currency Uffice 
refuses to accept them. The matter should attract the attention of Gor 


ernment. 
14, The Sudhdkar, of the 11th June, condemns the action of the 


Government of Bombay in reference to B 


Satyendra Nath Tagore, c.s., who, it is remat 
has been treated with extreme Lapa dy . é 


The cashing of currency notes. 


Satyendra Nath Tagore, c.s. 


Kden regarding the Calcutta 
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15. The MMedint, of the llth June, publishes the details of a case 

in which Mr. Price, the Collector of Midnapore, 

Mr. Price, and the indgo- issued a certificate of demand for Rs. 27-0-9 
planters of “tt napore. aoa’ ; 3 

gainst one Sarveswardnanda Goswami, under 

section 10 of Act VII (B.C.) of 1880. This action of the Collector was 

clearly illegal. ‘The fact was the money was due to Watson and Company 

and not to Government; and thus it could not legally be recovered by 

Mr. Price as a public demand under the Act, and yet he did not hesitate, 

evidently to oblige Watson and Company, to resort to the procedure laid 

down in that Act. 

16. The same paper further publishes the details of a case which 
has been brought before the Joint-Magistrate, 
Mr. Badcock, against Mr. Gregson, Manager 
under Watson and Oompany, by one Laksman 
Diydsi, a ryot of Vagir pergunnah. The complainant in his deposition 
described the torture and extortion to which he was subjected under 
Mr. Gregson’s orders. 

17... A correspondent of the Halisahar Prakdashikd, of the llth June, 
remarks, in reference to a case recently tried by 
the Magistrate of Howrah, in which one Kangali 
Charan Ghosh was charged with having put a 
certain young Hindu widow of Mapurdah to torture that, although a 
warrant was issued for his arrest, the defendant is yet at large. He remains 
hidden in his own house at day-time, but at night walks about freely. 
The wonder jis the police do not arrest him. 

18. The Zripura Vartdvaha, of the 11th June, argues in a long article 
against capital punishment, and asks the British 
Government to abolish it in India. 

19. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 

Sddhdrani, of the 12th June. The enact- 
, lie Proposed repeal of the Press ment of the Press Law is the direct outcome 

of the distrust with which the people of India 
are regarded by the British Government. We have, however, ever since 
the day the measure became law maintained that there is not the 
least ground for distrusting the masses in this country. The British 
Government has not in India furnished instances of such misrule as 
may goad the people to rise in rebellion against it. Another point is 
that they have grown accustomed to subjection, and it is not likely that at 
this hour of day they will conspire to regain their independence. Thus 
there is no ground for distrust. Secondly, a foreign Government may, if it 
pleases, inwardly distrust its subjects; but it was not wise to give expression 
to this feeling by passing such a measure as the Press Act. Thirdly, by 
taking away from the people the right of publicly discussing political ques- 
lions, Government has but indirectly offered a premium to intrigues, if there 
are any who are disposed to resort to them ; and lastly, there was not the least 
necessity for suddenly passing the law in one day. A despotic Government 
might at any time get any law passed which it considered necessary. 
What was then the necessity of enacting in a time of peace a law for the 
prevention of possible rebellions? We have repeatedly dwelt upon these 
points, and shown that the Press Law from whatever stand-point it 
may be looked at is at once inequitable, unnecessary, and founded on 
error, 

Government also has gradually come to perceive this to some extent. It 
has at any rate perceived that the good which it was expected would accrue 
from the passing of the Press Act has not accrued ; and that, on the con- 
trary, the fact has been proclaimed that the British Government distrusts 


Mr. Price, and the indigos 
planters of Midnapore. 
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eople of India. Government is therefore anxious to repeal the Act wh; 
feller to keep alive its rigor. With this view the Rulers are considerine 
any amendment of the Indian Penal Code will answer this purpose. Noy 
there is not the least necessity for amending that law. The existing provision, 
for the punishment of seditious writing are sufficient for all purposes, It j, 
of course always difficult to determine whether a given piece of Writing ig of 
a seditious character. This difficulty will always remain, and no amendmen; 
of the Penal Code will help to remove it. The object which is now aimed 
at by Government is clearly perceived by the public; but they do not see hoy 
without making a distinction between Native and English journals, this eng 
can be secured. The Editor then proceeds to suggest that Government shon| 
repeal the Press Act in its entirety, and not insert any new provisions in the 
Penal Code instead. It should further supply Native Editors with the 
weekly reports on vernacular papers ; and if any Kditor is found to hare 
condemned any act of Government on wrong information, it should con. 
tradict him at once, and the contradiction should, in the first instance, be 
sent to the paper edited by him. 

90. The Som Prakash, of the 13th June, is rather glad: that the 
Commissioner of Police has __ prohibited 
preaching in the public squares of Calcutta, 
The preaching of the Missionaries consists only in pouring abuse and 
ridicule upon the gods and goddesses of the Hindus, and is such asa 
Hindu cannot listen to without feeling greatly aggrieved and mortified. 

21. The same paper refers to section 42 of the new Criminal Proce- 
dure Code Bill, and remarks, that if this is 


Preaching in the public squares. 


The Criminal 


Bill Procedure Code passed into law, a new weapon of  oppres- 


sion will be placed in the hands of the Police. 
It is perfectly unnecessary to enact that, in the case of a fire breaking out, all 


persons shall be bound to assist the Magistrate or the Police Officer who 
may require assistance in putting out the fire. This is already done, and quite 
voluntarily. In fact, in Calcutta and the neighbouring localities, it is not 
unusual to see the Police arriving on the spot where a fire had broken out, 
long after it was put out by the residents of the neighourhood. 


22. The Sahachar, of the 1éth June, regrets to notice the attitude 
of indifference maintained by the English 


Ministry in the proceedings of the Bi-metallic 
Conference. Considering the enormous loss on exchange yearly incurred 


by the Government of India, it is clearly the duty of the English Ministry 


to declare in favour of bi-metallism. [On this subject the Som Prakdsh als 
expresses similar views. | 


23. The same paper refers to a case lately tried by Mr. Amir Ali 


which the defendants, two native officers of 

a neennnsetnnes of the Calcutta the Calcutta Polic e, were convicte d of the 
offence of wrongfully detaining a native female 
in custody and doing certain other illegal acts, and were fined. The Editor 


Gold and silver ; loss on exchange. 


- directs the attention of Sir Ashley Eden and Mr. Harrison to the conduct of 


these men, and asks that they should be dismissed from the public service. 


24. ‘The same paper regrets to find that Lord Hartington has ordered 


Purchase of stores in India. the purchase of stores for the use of the 


; Government of India in England. The 
may be obtained at cheaper rates in this country. 


25. A correspondent of the Prabhdté, of the 9th June, remarks thet 


The Darjecling Trenwoy, the fares on the Darjeeling Tramway are very 


| high, and Bengalis of slender means will not 
be able to travel either first class or second class, The rates for the third 


' © 3 


class, indeed, are low, but the third-class passengers are granted so little 
accommodation that one finds it necessary to pay the higher rate. 

96. A correspondent of the same paper, in its issue of the 10th June, 
notices the inconvenience and hardship caused 
to the inhabitants of Rawul Pindee by the 
high price charged at the Government depét on firewood. Logs are sold 
at the rate of 10 annas a maunc. Government is asked to lower the price. 

27. The Behar Bandhu, of the 9th June, notices with regret 

The estate of Lekhraj Royin Behar, that the estate of the late Lekhraj Roy, a 
and the Court of Wards. zemindar of Behar, who died leaving a widow, 
ason who is a minor, and four daughters, is proposed by the Deputy 


Price of firewood in Rawul Pindee. 


Magistrate of the sub-division to be made over to the management of 


the Court of Wards, on the alleged ground that the widow is not cap- 
able of managing her affairs. The Editor is of a different opinion, and 
believes she is perfectly able to take the management in her own hands, 
and that it would be an act of injustice if the estate were made over to the 
Court of Wards against her wishes. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & But., 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 18th June 1881. 
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